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 Lucija Čok, curriculum vitae 

 

PhD, senior researcher in the field of multilingualism 
and professor of didactics of multilingualism and 
intercultural communication was the first rector of the 
University of Primorska. Having held several important 
positions, including that of the Minister of Education, 
Science and Sport (2000-2002) in Slovene 
Government. As the Minister she has contributed to 
the establishment of higher education institutions in the 
Slovene region of Primorska. She collaborated in 
European Commission high expert panels that have 
formed linguistic policies and strategies of higher 
education and research. She has facilitated the 
preparation of the formal basis for Slovenia’s 
integration into the European Research Area (R&D 
Activities Act, analysis of research activity and the role 
of the EU accession countries). The R&D Activities Act 
was the first Slovenian low including quality assurance 
in research. She was president of Erasmus Mundus 
Master Expert Panel, European Commission, 
Directorate General for Education and Culture (2004- 
2005). 

Her research is focused on phenomena related to languages and cultures in contact, to 
language learning and teaching, sociolinguistics and promotion of linguistic diversity as 
well as to education that encourages peaceful coexistence of various cultures and ethnic 
groups. Her research findings have been published in several foreign languages, she has 
lectured at many foreign universities. She has headed and co-ordinated national and 
international projects in the fields of didactics of foreign languages, early multilingualism 
and intercultural communication. Her work focuses on the formation of models of bilingual 
education in areas of linguistic and cultural contact and of didactics of intercultural 
communication. She has received the high award from the President of the Republic of 
France (Légion d’honneur) for her promotion of the French language and culture and the 
strategies for the encouragement of linguistic diversity. She was awarded also from the 
President of the Republic of Italy (Cavaliere della Repubblica d’Italia).  

Invited by UNESCO she participate in the process of development of guidelines on 
“Quality provision in cross-border higher education” as representative of Slovenia (2003), 
she has cooperated for a decade in the project group for the foundation of the a University 
of Primorska, in the framework of which she headed an expert group, which has prepared 
a foundation of a Faculty of Humanist Studies in 2000. Following registration of the faculty 
Čok took over acting responsibilities of dean of this faculty. Appointed as acting director of 
the newly established University of Primorska (January 2003), after the election of its 
rector in November 2003, she becomes the first rector of the university.   



As the first rector of the University of Primorska (2003 – 2007), she channels her efforts 
into the reform process of university activities and quality, into the integration of research 
and educational work at the university, into students’ active participation in the higher 
education reform and into the formation of an open, quality and innovative Slovene 
university. She has also established systemic links between the university and the 
economic sector through the formation of the Board of Trustees and the Primorska 
Consortium for Technical Education.  
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